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Answers pages 


Al-L THOSE BOWS 
AND FRILLS SHE WANTS 
AODED ARE OVERDOING 
SINDY WAS HAVING PROBLEMS WITH A NEWLY— 
APPOINTED FASHION EDITOR. JUST AS SHE WAS 


ITA BITS 


LEAVING FOR A CAMPING WEEKEND WITH FRIENDS, 
HER DESIGNS FOR A WEODING COLLECTION WERE 


RETURNED FOR URGENT 
ALTERATIONS WHICH SINDY 
WASN'T IN AGREEMENT WITH. 


SHE MIGHT SPOIL My DESIGNS, 
BUT NOT MY WEEKEND! I'LL PUT 
THESE IN THE BACK OF THE 

Il RANGE PovER AND GET GOINGS 


$0 IS THAT FOOL IN FEONT/ 
ROOFRACKS WERE Neyek MADE 
TO CAREY ALL THAT f 


SINOY STOPPED TO HELP THE PODGERS 
PICK UP THEI BELONGINGS ... 


AND L 
THOUGHT F HAD 
PROBLEMS / 


ALAS, MR. POODGER HAD LESS IDEA OF DISTANCE 
THAN HE HAD OF LOADING A ROOFRACK... 


[a 
WE'VE DONE 
Gl AT LEAST THIZTY 


MiLes/ HOW MLICH 
FURTHER ? 


I'VE ROOM IN MY RANGE 2ovee 
FOR SOME OF YOUR LUGGAGE IF 
YOU'VE NOT FAR To Go’ 


THAT'S AWFULLY KIND. 
OF YOU! WE'VE ONLY ABOUT 
KW TEN MILES TO 00, IF THATS, 


EVENTUALLY THEY MA 

ARRIVED AT THE [cH mez. PODGER? 
VILLAGE OF 'O GIVEN You uP 
RIVERSIDE FOR Lost/ 


= 


HEY! HOW ABoLIT 
UNLOADING? T_WANT 
TO GET GOINGS 


SLIGHT DELAY 
ON THE WAYS 


IS THIS 
IT, DAD? 


i Beccienn yey OG ee OKAY! T THINK PLL TAKE Your 
ae WEVE BEEN SHOWN FINO A EEE GHONE ANDISTART OL DECEIT Ean 
OVER THE Boat / AND TELL MY FRIENDS MORNING / IT'S BEEN ONE OF 
THOSE DAYS / < 


WHEN SINDY RETURNED e = e L THINK WE'VE 
TO THE BOATYAR. i GOT EVERYTHING! 
THANKS FORK ALL g A 
your HELPS 
MY PLEASURES 


HAVE A GooD 


HURRY TO SEE THE BACK OF THE 
PODGERS SHE WOULD HAVE SEEN SINOY FOUND A SPOT TO CAMP BY THE 
RIVER DOWNSTREAM FROM THE VILLAGE... 


THAT HE D/D.-» 


WHAT A DAYS H'M THAT 
WATER LOOKS INVITING. FIRST 
THING TOMORZOW I'LL HAVE & 

¢/ OIP To FRESHEN UP! BUT 
NOW — SLEEPS 


> 


NEXT MORNING, SINOY WENT 
TO GET HER SWIMMING THINGS WRETCHED PODGERS 
FROM THE RANGE: ROVER» Must _HAYE GOT V. THEY WEEE TEADED 
f= ( ave Gor Fae BEYOND THE 
Y THE Gee's bh Lock. 7 , 
eee e ss a. ta HEY FORGOT THESE! 
NEITHER ARE MY 
OESIGNS f 


SINOY FOUND THE POOGERS BEFORE 
SHE REACHED THE LOCK 
1 BS 
4 \ OH DEAE. 


WE APPEAR TO 
BE STUCK S 


MUM WANTS TO 
KNOW WHAT You 
OID WITH THE 

GROCERIES / 


AN ASK ABOUT HER DESIGNS «+. 


THE PODGERS' PLIGHT GAVE SINDY THE THE GRIP CAME TO LIGHT BUT NO DESIGNS..| 
CHANCE TO HANO OVER THE GROCERIES z ca 


THE DEAWINGS 
ARE IN A PLASTIC 
HOLDER / THEY REALLY /7 


ARE IMPORTANT. 


"'M AFRAID IT'S A BIT 
WHER! CAD BID” ‘T CANIT FIND 
i WI A : r 
A GRIP YOU SAY— AND 4 ¢ 
SOME DESIGNS. JUST HOLD lg ANY DEAWINGS /' 
ON A MINUTE, MY DEAR AND 
(LL HAVE A LOOK ROUND. 


ISINDY HAD A SHREWD IDEA ANO AFTER LEAVING 
THE PODGERS SHE SCANNED THE RIVER BANKS HELLO’ WHEeE 
DOWNSTREAM UNTIL SHE CAME TO A WE! UAVE YOU COME 


: y L, 2? 
WELL, THAT'S THATS I'VE - j J AseNaNe 
HAD ITS I'LL HAVE To CALL THE 
WEEKEND OFF AND ZETUN 
AND START AFRESH & 


4 WHAT WAS HEE NAME AGAIN 


TO HER FATHER'S ESTATE / LORD 
HORLEY, THAT'S WHO THE LAD 
SAID HE WAS S 


\ / youve Gor 
HVA Visitoz, DEAR! 
A YOUNG LADY , 
NAMED sINDY: 
ay 


LORENA. THESE MUST BE THE GATES 


SHE MUST BE LOCAL / 

THAT LAD ON THE 

TRACTOR SEEMS TO 
KNOW HEE & 


MEANWHILE, ON THE LAWN AT 
THE BACK OF THE HOUSE... 


THEY ARE FANTASTIC. JUST WHAT 

IT WAS LOOKING FoR / THEY MusT 
HAVE FALLEN FROM A PASSING BOATS 
T WONDER WHO THIS SINDY IS? 


WHOEVER SHE 
IS SHE CERTAINLY 
KNOWS HOW TO DESIGN 
CLOTHES / 


Yes/ I HOPE THEY ARE 
NOT DAMAGED! I AM 
SUPPOSED TO MAKE ALTER- 
ATIONS AND SEND THEM 
BACK TO *INVOGUE'./ 


THE SINDY 
ls] WHO DESIGNED 
I THESE WEDDING 
CLOTHES? 


“INVOGUE ‘/ 

ISNUT THAT THE 

{ ONE MAGGIE MUSGROVE 
HAS JUST STARTED 

\ WORK ONT 


SHE'S NO MORE AS YOU MAY 
IDEA ABOLIT FASHION GATHER MY DAUGHTER 
THAN DADDY! SINDY, WOULD IS ABOUT TO BE 

YOU LET ME HAVE MARRIED / 

THESE, PLEASES 


SAY YES FOR MY 
SAKE / I'M FED UP 
WITH DRAGGING OUND 
LONDON f NAME Your 
Fees 


WHEN SINDY RETURNED TO HER CAMP SITE THA SORZY To HEA You AZE 
EVENING SHE COLILD HARDLY BELIEVE [T.-. HAVING LOUSY WEATHER! IT'S 
saat 5 TTA : SUPEZ HEZES I'M GOING TO 
; HAVE A SWIM BEFORE L 
WOW / I've BEEN WINED AND DINED/S | ‘ TURN INS 
I'VE SOLD MY DESIGNS AND I'VE & WHOLE | 3 "\ 
LOT MORE TO DO! LORNA'S GOING AWAY 
OUTFIT, AND HEZ MOTHER'S CLOTHES / I'D 
BETTER GIVE MY FRIENDS A ZING AND 
_ TELL THEM THE NEWS / 


I'D LIKE TO 


MEET UP WITH 
ropeens 1) BE THEM AGAIN SO 
SHIVERING IN A = I CAN THANK 


, 
RAIN SODDEN TENT REN: 


WITH THOSE DESIGNS 
ON MY MINDS 


AT THAT PRECISE MOMENT... 


VY THAT CeuUISEe 
IS DRIFTING ! MY 
GOSH! THE WEIes 


WHAT ARE THEY 
DOING CRUISING AT 
THIS TIME OF NIGHT 

WITH NO LIGHTS? 


ae ei IS ee 
E ANYON 
y ABOARD? is 


BUT FOR SINDY, THE PoDGEes tia 
HOLIDAY WOLILD HAVE BEEN | 
A TOTAL DISASTER... 


GET THE Keys! 
START THE ENGINE 
BEFORE You GO 
OVER THE Welle’ 


I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND IT/ ¥ 
WE'D MOORED LIP 

\ FOR THE NIGHTS 


SINOY MADE SURE THEY WERE MOORED PROPERLY BEFORE SHE q 
TURNE® (N THAT NIGHT, AND ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING df 


IN RETURN FOR ALL © 
YOU'VE DONE FOR US WE'D UD LOVE TO, BUT THANKS 
LIKE YOU TO SPEND THE TO YOU I'VE A LOT OF WORK TO 
Dey WITH us’ DOS IVE ALL THIS FOOD To Use P39 
uP! HAVE BREAKFAST WITH 
Me INSTEAD! 


Ez ee sanyo 
SINDY WAS TO SPEND QUITE A FEW WEEKENDS AT 
THE BIG HOUSE TUST OLITSIDE RIVERSIDE... 

- = = 


SINDY TOLD ME HOW 
HEE DESIGNS CAME TO 
BE IN THE RIVER! PERHAPS 
WE OUGHT To INVITE THE 
PODGERS, MOTHER / 


I see 
MAGGIE MUSGROVE 
HAS DEEMED 

TO COME 


7 * 
SOME FASHION EDITOR / SHE LOOKS 
PY A PROPER MESS / SHE OUGHT TO GET 
1 SINDY TO DESIGN HER CLOTHES / 
Ar 


Bors AMI 
GLAD THAT L MET 
THE PODGERS & 


| love to keep fit and one of 
the best ways | know is to play 
sport. Listed on this page are 
anumber of sporting activities 
I really enjoy. Can you find 
them in the grid on the 
opposite page? Answers on 
pages 60-61. 


ATHLETICS 


WALKING 
TA INIS 


“FENCING 

-HOCKEY 
ROEEER SKATING 
CYCLING 


BADMINTON 


JOGGING 

GYMNASTICS- 
~TENNIS 
DANCING 
NETBALE 
AEROBICS 
ICESKATING 
SWIMMING 
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JOANNE CONWAY 


Brilain’s 
' New Ice Queen 


There's nothing | like better than to be able 
to go ice-skating whenever |.can. So | thought it 
would be fun to talk to one of the real experts at 


it. 


That meant going along to find out about 
Britain's bright new hope for the next Olympic 
Games, |4 year old, joanne Conway. 

What she had to say was really interesting 
and proved a fascinating insight into the 
glamorous world of ice-skating. 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


I've always enjoyed skating myself, but 
when did you first start going on ice, 
Joanne? 

I was quite young, about 5/2 years old, | 
think. My older brother and sister were 
always going to the local rink and one day 
my father asked me if I’d like to go along 
too, So that was really my first experience 
of putting on skates. 


Did you fall over a lot? | know I did. 

| can’t really remember, but | expect | did. 
But you soon find your feet and balance 
and get into it quite quickly. 


How often did you use to practise? 
Well, at first it was just a hobby and so | 
really only went on Saturdays to practise. 
Although | was getting interested in the 
idea of going in for competitions and 
things like that. 

So when did you win your first major 
championship? 

That was when | was around nine years 
old in Sunderland. 


And were you aware then, that you 
might want to go on and take it a lot 


Joanne: 


more seriously? 

| was by that age. A number of people 
had told me that | was good enough to 
continue in contests and that was really 
when I began to step up my training a lot 
more. 


Were you interested in any other 
sports, or just skating? 

| don’t.want to sound immodest, but | 
really threw myself into any sporting 
activity that was around. Particularly at 
school. 


Such as? 

Gymnastics was the major thing. | really 
enjoyed that and managed to get a place 
in the North Eastern Squad which 
competed in lots of championships. It was 
hard work! 


And | suppose that this was really 
valuable experience for your skating 
too? 

Definitely, with today’s high standards. 


Good for exercising and strengthening 
the muscles? 
Yes. 


What other activities did you pursue? 

| liked springboard diving at the swimming 
baths, although | wasn’t in any team for 
that. 


Again, that complemented the 
gymnastics. 

It did. | also liked ballroom dancing and 
often went along to tap classes. That was 
fun and of course, again, there is that 
element of movement and music as in 
skating. 


Were all of your sporting activities like 
this? 

No! | liked horseback riding when | could 
get the chance. And | also threw myself 
into all of the ball games like netball and 
hockey at school. | also did quite a lot of 
cross country running as well, which was 
exhilarating in the cold weather. 


° 
Phew. | thought | was energetic, but 
you seem to have been on the go all 
the time. | don’t know how you 
managed to fit it all in, as well as your 
school work and homework. 
| don’t know how | did either. But | did. 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 
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Tell me how you graduated to be in 
the top skating rankings. j 
You build slowly to the National 
Championships. | took my bronze, silver 
and gold medals quite quickly. 


And when did you enter your first 
international competition? 

| was twelve years old at the time. It was 
quite exciting competing against people 
from other countries. 


Was that held in this country or did 
you have to go abroad to compete? 

It was a lot of fun, because | went to 
Poland for the competition, That was just 
so different and | enjoyed the experience. 


And did anything of particular interest 
happen? 

Yes. | celebrated my thirteenth birthday in 
Poland right in the middle of the 
competition. | was given-all of my 
presents out there and it was really lovely! 


So what kind of time do you put in for 
practise when you're still doing your 
normal schoolwork? 

I used to do it after school, but as the 
pressures increased I’d get up at around 
six in the morning and go to the rink at 
seven for some practise. Then after 
school, I’d go back to the rink at about 
five for some more before getting back to 
do my homework! 


Sounds like a really tight schedule. 
Yes, it is. 


What other countries have you 
competed in? 

Quite a lot. Vienne in Austria, Italy, 
Holland, Germany, France, Denmark and 
America! 


Your school must be quite good about 
letting you have the time off? 

Yes, they are. But my work did suffer a 
bit when there were a lot of competitions. 


And | believe that now you are living 
and training in America? 

| went over there in the Spring of 1985 to 
live with a family and go to a school in 
Colorado. 


It must be difficult to see your parents, 
then? 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 
Joanne: 


It is. My Mum came over with me when | 
first went to America and since then | 
usually see her when | compete in Europe. 
My Mum and Dad fly to the various 
European centres and we manage a week 
or so together. Other than that | phone 
home every week for a chat. 


Do you get homesick? 
Not really. I’m too busy to notice! 


Sindy: 
Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


So how many hours do you practise ~ 
skating each day now? 
Probably about 41/2 hours every day. 


Have you got a particular skating idol? 
Yes. Angela Greenhowe, the World 
Professional Champion. 


Have you ever had instructions or help 
from a top skater? 

Robin Cousins has given me quite a lot of 
advice from time to time as well as 


encouragement. 


How does being a member of the 
British team affect you? 
I skate as an individual but represent 
Britain when I’m asked to. 


Do you have interests outside of 
skating? 

Well, it does take up most of my time, 
but | do like music and discos, although | 
often have to miss going dancing if there’s 
a competition in the morning. 


Who are your favourite music people? 
Wham! most definitely and also Madonna. 


Are you hoping to compete in the next 
Olympic Games? 
That’s my ambition. I’m definitely working 


on training for them in Seoul, South Korea. | 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


Joanne: 


Sindy: 


What happens when you perform with 
the British team? 

There’s always a great atmosphere. Quite 
often | meet the team in whatever country 
the contest is in and we all stay in the 
same hotel together. 


How long are you together? 
Usually about a week. 


And do you have parties? 

There’s always a good celebration when 
the competition finishes. We have a great 
time. 


What about the costumes you wear? 
I’m lucky because my Mum makes them 
all for me. She always has done and | 
don’t see any reason to change that! 


But you're in America now. 
Yes. She still makes them and posts them 
over to me. Fortunately they always fit! 


You'll have to go easy on the 
hamburgers or they won't. What 
about fan mail? Do you get much? 
Yes, quite a bit. 


What, mostly from girls wanting to 
know about skating? 

No. Mostly from boys wanting 
autographs. 


Is skating at your level an expensive 
sport? 

Terribly so. It’s not just the equipment but 
the lessons that really cost a lot. And, of 
course the travelling! 


Do you find that your old schools still 
stay in touch with you? 

Yes, they do. I’m still in touch with a lot 
of my friends. In fact, my infant school 

recently sent me a letter from all of the 

youngest class. | thought that was really 
sweet of them! 


And do you hope to turn professional 
some day? 

| suppose that’s the logical step after an 
amateur career. But there’s plenty of time 
to decide about that. 


Thank you for spending some time 
with us, Joanne. And good luck for the 
future. 
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Fashion 


Sindy’ 


Tips 


One thing that I enjoy tremendously, as you know, is designing my own clothes and! 
love to wear any new ‘creation’. However, that doesn’t mean that I’m forever 
throwing out my old clothes or indeed that | discard a dress, skirt, blouse etc. just 
because I've worn it a few times. No, I've found that | can really liven-up and change 
my clothes through accessories, especially with jewellery and hair decorations. So if 
I've something hanging in the wardrobe that seems plain or dull, then a few personal 
touches can transform it. Here are some tips that might help you do the same thing. 
There are many lovely accessories that you can buy in the shops — things like hair- 
bands, scarves, combs, ear-rings, necklaces and bracelets. | don’t know about you 
though, but some of these seem so expensive, and, everyone you see tends to be 
wearing the same or similar things. One way I’ve managed to get over this is by 
designing and making my own jewellery. It's cheap, easy and great fun to do. So how 
about giving it a try? | guarantee that you'll be pleased that you did. And another thing, 
they make brilliant gifts for friends and relations. 

I'll start with one of my favourite ways of making jewellery — believe it or not, | use 
modelling clay! This can be bought quite cheaply from stationers, toy shops and art and 
craft shops, and, is very versatile. So versatile in fact, that I’ve managed to make my 
own brooches, beads and ear-rings. It also looks very professional! But make sure that 

: you select the variety of clay that doesn’t need firing (baking in the oven). 
‘There are a couple of ways of using this clay to make your jewellery. Both are very 
successful, but try this one for starters. Roll out the clay (ask Mum nicely if you can 
borrow the rolling pin, or failing that, a milk bottle — empty of course, serves just as 

well!) and once it is even you can carefully cut out the shapes that you’d like for your 
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chosen ear-rings, or whatever. When it’s dry, which only takes an hour or so, use 
poster paints to colour the clay. If you want, you can varnish your jewellery too, but it 
all depends on the finished effect that you want. 

Making jewellery in this way needs a tiny bit of cheating! This is because there is no way 

that you could make your own attachments — things like clasps, ear-ring hoops or 
chains. So, the only way to overcome this is by buying them from a craft shop or 
jeweller’s (make sure that you-have made the necessary holes for these in the clay 
when it is still moist — | usually find that a cocktail stick or used match does the job 
perfectly!). One thing to remember though, if you have pierced ears, you must only 
use silver or gold hoops, otherwise you'll end up with a pair of infected ears! Not 
much fun. 

The second method | also like, which is just as much fun, and even more messy, is by 
moulding the clay in your hands — this way you can make your own beads. When you 
have the basis of the shape that you want, roll the clay between your fingers or in the 

palms of your hands until the shape is even and smooth, and as like last time, remember 
to make holes in your clay beads so, when they have hardened, you can thread them. 
But before the threading, get your paints and varnish out — you know the rest! 
You may be surprised to hear this, but shells can make super jewellery. It’s just as well 
that they do, because | love collecting them when I’m on holiday at the seaside, 
otherwise, I'd never know what to do with the masses that | seem to add to every 
year! It’s also a wonderful way to make your own personalised holiday souvenirs. You 
can also incorporate beads in this one too. Again, you can buy these from craft shops, 
or other good places are jumble sales or junk shops. It’s very simple, all you have to 
do, is to thread the shells, beads or both! They make stunning and very unusual 
necklaces and bracelets. If the shells don’t have holes already, ask Mum or Dad to 
carefully make them with either a pin or a very fine drill. Leather laces or ribbons make 
unusual chains for them. 

Ear-rings can also be made with shells and small beads, apart from buying the studs or 
hoops, you can transform a pair of sleepers. | sometimes get a bit bored with my 
sleepers, so what better way of making them a bit more interesting, than by adding 
some shells or beads? It’s so very easy too. All you have to do is to select the bits and 
pieces that you'd like and thread them on. That way, you can change the design 
whenever you feel like it. It’s really up to you — once your imagination starts working, 

. lexpect you'll think of many other things that can be used in this way! 

It’s not only jewellery that can ‘make’ an outfit or create a new look. Have you ever 
thought of all the different things that you can do with your hair? Just with the bits and 
bobs that you could find lying around your own home. | love to tie scarves and ribbons 

in my hair, but I’ve found that odd pieces of material, like lace and trimmings on old 

clothes are super (but make sure that they aren’t wanted, before you attack with the 
scissors!). Not only can you tie them in your hair or around pony tails, but you can 
wind them around plain head combs and hairbands to spruce them up. Surprisingly, nail 
varnish is another good thing for putting back some life into your old combs — 
especially the glittery variety. But do make sure the varnish is dry, before you put the 
comb in your hair! 

Yet again, your shells and beads can come in handy here too! How about plaiting or 
tying up your hair? But instead of using the usual elastic-band, thread a ribbon or lace 
with shells or beads, one on its own can look very effective as well. Then use these to 
tie up your hair. 

Well, I've given you a few of my ideas, but as with any they can be improved on or 
added to, so once you've given them a try, why don’t you put your thinking-caps on, 
and come up with a few of your own ideas. And remember, the strangest things can be 
very useful! 
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CAMPING THINGS 


sINDY'S 


Jumbled up in the picture below are 25 things | use when | go camping. How many can you spot? 
Answers on pages 60-61. 


PANTO byez 


Sindy Goes To Dallas 


nly the best designed clothes went on 
(a) show at Gertrude Drew's Dallas salon 

and that was where Sindy and her latest 
creations were headed for. Sindy sat back and 
relaxed as Concorde eased its way effortlessly 
over the Atlantic. She had been worked off her 
feet over the last few weeks getting the collection 
together in time, but for the next few hours at 
least she could enjoy a little peace and quiet 
aboard the luxury jet. 
As per her instructions, Sindy had sent a 
cable before takeoff notifying Gertrude Drew of 
her time of arrival. 
Shortly after its despatch from London the 
cable arrived at Gertrude Drew's offices. 
Mary Beth, Gertrude Drew's secretary, 
brought it into the office together with a huge 
bunch of roses. 

“More roses from Michael! Is that the 


message he sent with them, Mary Beth?” 
“No, it’s a cable from Sindy in England!” 
Gertrude read the cable and gasped. 
“She's on her way! | clean forgot she was 
coming!” 
Mary Beth shook her head. Her boss had 
orgotten many things since falling for the charms 
of Michael, the handsome, young, smooth talking 
designer from New York. 
“Now what do | do?” sighed Gertrude 
Drew. ‘I know! Michael will do anything for me!” 
She picked up the telephone. ‘I'll suggest to 
him that we put the two shows on together!” 
“Michael is not going to like that,” Mary 
Beth replied. 

Mary Beth was right. “No way!"’ was 
ichael’s reply. He had seen some of Sindy’s 
creations. 

“But, honey. | invited her over before | met 


you! No, | don’t want to lose you but what can | 
do? She is on her way!” There was a pause and 
then Michael replied. “Leave it to me, sweetie! 
What time did you say she arrives?” 

It was just coming on dusk when Sindy 
arrived at Dallas where a friendly young man was 
waiting to meet her. 

“Welcome to Dallas, Miss Sindy. Miss Drew 
is sorry she can’t be here to meet you. I’m to fly 
you out to her ranch! |'ll take your case and your 
grip!” 

“What about the clothes?” 

“They will be collected! Sorry to rush you, 
but we've got to get going.” 

Aboard the light aircraft, the friendly young 
man offered Sindy a boiled sweet. 

“This is no supersonic jet and it might get a 
bit bumpy up there in the night air! Suck one of 
these and you won't turn green!’ 


Sindy was sucking her sweet when the small 
‘plane climbed up into the night. The lights of 
Dallas slipped away below and Sindy began to feel 
drowsy. The young pilot gave her a friendly smile. 

The first thing Sindy saw when she opened 
her eyes wasa clear blue sky. She thought she was 
aboard the’ plane and dreaming. She was sure she 
could hear the engine droning. It was the sound of 
insects she could hear. She was flat on her back on 
the ground with her case and grip beside her. She 
sat up. It was sage brush in every direction as far 
as the eye could see. What had happened? 
Where was she? Finally the awful truth dawned 
on Sindy. She had been doped and dumped in the 
middle of nowhere. She sat for a while asking 
herself, “Why?” 

“| won't find out by sitting here,” she said to 
herself. ‘'l must find out where | am, and get back 
to Dallas as soon as | can.” 
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Sindy picked up her 
started to walk. She wal 
morning and well into the 
stumbled upon a dirt ro 
e other to a deserted fa 
Poor Sindy chose 
she was hot tired and dus’ 
the back was an old hand 
water? She could do wi 
vigorously she was about 
splashed out. It was the 
tasted. In the barn she 
took a bit of pumping to fi 


tl 


case and grip and 


ked for the rest of that 


afternoon before she 


ad. It had to lead 
somewhere. It did. One way lead to the highway, 


rmstead. 


he wrong way. By now 


y. Out in the yard at 
pump. Was there 


ha drink. Pumping 


‘0 give up when water 


sweetest she had ever 
‘ou 


ndan old tin bath. It 
lit, but Sindy reckoned 


it was worth it. Freshened 
suitable clothes Sindy was 
again. 

It was then that Sind 
unbelievable luck. Just as s 
out on the road again she 
car. Within minutes a pick-up truck rolled into 
view and stopped alongside her. As the dust 
covered couple got down from the cab, Sindy 
gave an astonished, but delighted, cry. 

“Mark! Marie! | don’t believe it!” 

“Sindy!” the pair exclaimed together. 
“What on earth are you doing in such an out-of- 
the-way place?” 

“Boy! Am | glad to see you two. But real 
could ask you the same thing.” 

“We're ona touring trip around the 
States,"’ Mark explained. “Trying to see as mu 
of the country as possible. We're on our way 
Dallas. We're looking for a place to stay the 
night.” 


up and now in more 
ready to be on her way 


ly had her first stroke of 
he was about to start 
heard the sound of a 


Dallas! T 
before. .!” Sind 


hat's where | was heading 
y broke off. “Hey. I've got a great 
idea. Why don’t you two stay here the night. It’s 
not much, but I'm sure we can make ourselves 
comfy and then | can fill you in on my little 
escapade.” 

“And in the morning, we can give you a 
to Dallas,” smiled Marie. 

“Whoever it was who wanted to lose me 
certainly did a good job,” said Sindy the following 
morning as the pick-up truck bounced down the 
dirt road. “I'm still trying to figure out why!” 

“We'll help you find out when we get 
there,” Mark replied. 

They stopped for coffee and to tank up the 
truck at a diner-cum-filling station on the highway. 
The owner pointed out a quicker route for them 
to take. 

“It's the one t 


ift 


he old stage coaches used to 
take. It's pretty wild country for nigh on a 
hundred miles until you get to Dumphie’s Spread. 
Dumphie is one of the richest guys in America. 
Don't expect any help from him. They say he's 
real mean!” 
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Mark and Marie decided to risk it. They 
took the old stage route. It was the Wild West at 
its wildest. Sindy began to have visions of Indians 
lurking by the big outcrops of rock. Then she saw 
areal horse. 

“It must be a wild one,” remarked Mark. 

“| don't think’so,” Sindy replied, as they 
drove closer. “‘It's saddled and bridled. Can we 

\ : stop?” 

It was a magnificent looking beast. 

ee “It looks a bit wild eyed,” said Mark. “| 
= oe wouldn't go too close, Sindy!" 

Es # Sindy has a way with horses. It did not even 
aid wa flinch when she took hold of the bridle. 

——— G ee oy rh esate? 
- It must have thrown its rider,” said Sindy. 
- sf “| think we ought to take a look!” 

It was Marie who saw the specks circling high 
in the sky. 

“Buzzards,” said Sindy. “Birds of prey! 'll 
take a look in that direction!" 

“You crazy?" exclaimed Mark. ‘They are 
miles away. We won't make Dallas by nightfall at 
this rate.” 

Without a second thought Sindy was up in 
the saddle and away. 

“We'd better follow her,” said Marie. 

“If only to pick up her bits,” replied Mark, 
starting up the truck. 

Sindy found the rider, a gnarled old man in 
his late sixties. She could see that he was badly 
injured. For one moment she thought she was 
too late. She tried the ‘kiss of life,’ and to her 
relief he began to breathe. Just then Mark and 
~ Marie arrived with the truck. 

Together they managed to lift him onto the 
back, and Mark drove slowly back to the trail, 
with the horse hitched behind, and Sindy and 
Marie tending the old man. Once or twice he 
opened his eyes, and Sindy smiled and told him 
that everything would be all right. 

After crawling along for a few hours or 
more, Mark saw a herd of cattle with some 
drovers. 

“They must belong to the Dumphie Spread. 
Like it or not, he is going to have visitors.” 

Sindy unhitched the big horse and rode hard 
for the men. 

“Hey! What gives?” cried one of the riders. 
“That dame’s ridin’ the boss's hoss!” 

Sindy hurriedly explained about the fallen 
rider. 

“If was you I'd get off that hoss, miss! If he 
“can dump Mr. Dumphie he can sure throw you.” 

“Never mind me,” snapped Sindy, “which 
way is the ranch house? I've got to get help!” 

Hardly had the men time to point and Sindy 
was Off. 
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Old Dumphie smiled up at his doctor from “I never had no daughters so | don't know 
his hospital bed when he told him that he ought to much about pretty clothes but, from what | hear, 


be dead. you do, and as |'m figurin’ on goin’ into the fashion 
“| thought | was once,” he replied. “| business | need a good designer. How soon can 
opened my eyes and saw an angel smilin’ at me!” we put ona show?” 
“Yeah! But for that angel you wouldn't be in Sindy told him about her collection which 
the land of the livin’! She gave you the kiss of life she thought was still at the airport. 4 
twice, and if she hadn't ridden in like the wind we “If they ain't there I'll hire the same guy to iy 


wouldn't have got the chopper out to you in track them down the same as he did you! 

time." Meanwhile you can design some more out at the 
“Know who she is , doc?’ ranch house. Now make this old guy happy an’ 
“Her name is Sindy! She was on her way say that you'll do it!” 

here to Dallas with a couple of pals on some kinda “It's an offer | can hardly refuse,” laughed 


business!” Sindy. 

At Gertrude Drew's fashion salon It was the finest and most lavish fashion 
preparations were under way fora fashion display show that Dallas had ever seen, with top models 
the following day, but the clothes to be shown flown in from all over the world to show off 


were not to be Sindy's. Gertrude Drew was out Sindy's clothes. 
with her boyfriend, Michael, when Sindy called “He must have spent money as if it were 


with Mark and Marie. It was Mary Beth who going out of fashion,” said Mark, who with Marie 
spoke to Sindy. had flown back to Dallas to see the show. 
“When you did not show she decided to “He'll find it all well worth it,” replied Mary 
display Michael's creations.” Beth, who Sindy had hired to help her out. 
When Sindy explained why she had not “Thanks to Sindy he has put Dallas well and truly 
arrived Mary Beth suddenly became angry. on the map of the fashion world.” 


“So that's how they did it? That does it! 
| quit!” she exclaimed, and stormed out of the 
office leaving the three standing there. 

“What happens now?” asked Marie. 

“| suppose I'd better pick up my clothes and 
book a flight home,” Sindy replied. 

“Don't you want to see Gertrude Drew?” 
asked Mark. 

“Why should |?” said Sindy. “It's very ee 
obvious that she doesn't want to see me.” s 

“You must be Sindy, and you must be Mark ne 
and Marie,” said theyoung man when Sindy and 2 
her friends stepped out into the street. “I've S 
been hired by Mr. Dumphie to track you down. 
He wants to see you at the clinic right away. 
Don't look worried, Miss Sindy, this isn't another 
hi-jack! Here are my credentials! I’m on the level!” 

“How did you know what happened to 
me?” asked Sindy, as they drove with the young 
man to the clinic. i 

“When Mr. Dumphie hired me to find you | 
was told to leave no stone unturned. You'd be 
surprised what | found under some of them,’ the 
young detective replied. 

After a chat with Mark and Marie, old 
Dumphie spoke to Sindy alone. “Hear you bin 
tangled up with a rattle snake like | was when | 
was throwed from my hoss, only yours answers 
to the name o’ Drew! She's turned out to be as 
bad as her ol’ man. That ain't no way for a Texan 
to behave. I'm gonna make it up to you.” 

“Thanks, Mr. Dumphie, but there is no 
need.” 
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Rules: If you land on a ‘fall’ — miss a throw. L, 
If you land on a ‘rest’ — must throw a six to continue. Z 


If you land on an ‘advance’ — move on the next runner. 
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One of the nicest things 
about having your own Annual 
is that you have a say in who 
you would like to see featured in 
the book and when my Editor 
asked me who | would like to 
interview for the pop pages | 
had no hesitation in saying 
Madonna! My Editor agreed 
and the interview was arranged 
and if that wasn't exciting 
enough | was told that | had to 
fly to Hong Kong where 
Madonna was making her latest 
film. A couple of days later 
excited, and rather breathless, | 
sat with Madonna during a 
break in filming. 


ADONNA 


) ) 
PIMICESS O OP 


Sindy: Where were you 
born and what kind 
of school did you 
go to? 

| was born in Detroit 
in the State of 
Michigan in 1960. In 
fact | went to several 
schools, all of them 
Catholic, run by 
nuns. 


Madonna: 


A lot of girls 
who've been taught 
by nuns say that 
they’d like to have 
taken the vows 
themselves. Was 
that true of your 
own experience? 
Yes, it was. | thought 
that they always 
looked so peaceful 
and quite beautiful. 
liked the habits they 
wore too, they just 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


seemed to float along 
and like most girls, | 
guess | was attracted 
to the idea of 
becoming a nun 
myself. 


Some people have 
said that Madonna is 
not your real name. 
Can you settle the 
thing for once and 
for all? 

| can assure you that 
Madonna Ciccone is 
my real name and | 
think it’s one of the 
most beautiful names | 
that there is. 


Ciccone is Italian, 
isn’t it? 

It certainly is. My 
grandparents came to 
America from Italy 
and settled in 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


| Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Pittsburgh. | think it 
was tough for them 
to start with as it is 
with anyone going to 
a new country. 


Did your father 
work there too? 
Fortunately he was 
the kind of man who 
wanted only the best 
for his family and to 
get on in life. So he 
went and got the 
right qualifications to 
be an engineer. 


I know that your 
mother died when 
you were young. 
Did that make life 
difficult for you and 
your brothers and 
sisters? 

tt meant that | had to 
help a lot more with 
the running of the 
house and looking 
after them all. Yes, it 
was tough, but | did 
what anyone would 
have done in that 
situation. 


You were still at 
school at the time. 
Did you enjoy your 
schooldays? 

! had a lot of fun and 
some good friends. 


And did you know 
then that you 
wanted to be a 
singer? 

The idea hadn’t even 
entered my head. The 
thing | really liked 
doing more than 
anything was 
dancing. | did love 
music, but I preferred 
to express my 
feelings through 
movement. | liked 
ballet and modern 
dancing. 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Was there anything 
else you enjoyed 
doing? 

Yes. Acrobatics. | 
was pretty good at 
that, but | suppose 
that in a way it’s 
linked to dancing. 


Was your family 
musical? 

My father was 
responsible for 
making us all 
musical. He thought 
that it was important 
that all of us kids 
should learn to play 
some kind of 
instrument. But | 
wasn’t really all that 
keen to do so. | just 
wanted to dance. 


But did he succeed 
in persuading you? 
Yes. | said that I’d 
give the piano a try 
and for a while | 
went reluctantly 
along to lessons. But 
| wasn’t really into it 
and had already 
planned to work on 
my father to let me 
do ballet lessons 
instead. 


_ Sindy: 


And did he agree? 

| was quite persistent 
and he let me have 
my way and do 
ballet! | had a friend 
at school already 
doing lessons and she 
helped introduce me 
to a teacher. Sindy: 
And how did you 
progress from 
there? 

| won a scholarship in- 
dance at the 
University of 
Michigan and did 

that for a while 
before winning 
another scholarship 


Madonna: 


Madonna: 


Madonna: 


to a major dancing 
school. 


So what made you 
decide to go to 
New York to 
dance? It was quite 
a way. Did you 
have friends there? 
| just felt that if | 
was to get anywhere 
with my dancing and 
earn a living from it, 
then | had to go to 
New York. It was the 
most important place 
to be because 
everything was 
happening there. 

| didn’t have any 
friends there, or a 
place to go, but ! felt 
that | was old enough 
then to look after 
myself. | worked for 
a while in a lot of 
jobs near my home 
to get the money for 
the fare and have 
something to live on 
when. | got there. 


What did your 
father think? 

He tried to persuade 
me not to go, but | 
managed to get him 
around to my way of 
thinking and he 
wished me luck. | 
kept in touch with 
him all the time, 
letting him know 
what | was doing and 
how | was getting on. 


You went to 
France too, didn’t 
you? 

| was asked to 
appear in a dance 
revue in Paris and | 
really enjoyed myself. 
That was really when 
| started singing. But 
| felt a bit homesick 
and came back to 
New York. 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Is that when you 
joined a group? 
Yes. A friend taught 
me how to play 
drums and | also 
learnt guitar. 


So what was your 
major breakthrough 
into records? 

| made a tape 
recording of some 
songs I’d written and 
gave it to a dee-jay at 
a disco. He played 
them, liked what he 
heard and so did the 
audience and | landed 
a recording contract 
soon afterwards! 


That must've been 
exciting. You went 
on from that to sell 
millions of albums 
with your L.P. 
Madonna. Do you 
like doing live 
concerts? 

They're a lot of fun 
and I’ve a lot of 
energy. It’s 
marvellous watching 
how the audience 
reacts, | like to do 
quite a bit of dancing 
in my act too. 


Your. fashions are 
also rather special. 
But not expensive or 
complicated. They 
are things that 
anyone could put 
together with a bit of 
imagination from 
what they’ve already 
got. 


Do you mind your 
fans copying your 

fashions? 

Not at all. It’s quite 
flattering when you 

think of it. But I’m 

constantly changing 
my styles because | 

like'to keep on the 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


move musically, 
fashionwise and in 
the other things | 
attempt. 


Like films? How did 
you get the role in- 
the film, ‘Desperately 
Seeking Susan’? 


| saw that they were 
auditioning for a 
certain girl to play in 
the film and went 
along. Apparently | 
fitted what they were 
looking for and was 
offered the part. | 
don’t think anyone 
thought it would be 


the enormous success 
it was. 


And are you going 
to do more films? 
Definitely. | really 
love acting. But some 
day I'd also like to 
direct. 


Do you go to the 
cinema much? 
Quite a lot. I love 
films from the 
1950s. 


You wear quite a 
lot of jewellery. 
But it’s not expensive. 


Madonna: 
Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 
Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: 


Bangles and that kind 
of thing. And of 
course, quite a few 
crucifixes, 


When you did start 
earning some 
money, what was 
the first luxury you 
bought yourself? 

A colour television. 


What live concerts 
do you like to go 
to? 

| saw Prince a couple 
of times and it was a 
marvellous show! 


The setting for the 


video you did for 
the record, ‘Like A 
Virgin’ looked 
romantic. Where 


. was it filmed? 


Venice, in Italy. 


And do you still like 
dancing? 

Oh, yes. | practise for 
quite a few hours. It 
keeps me fit too! 


Is it difficult for you 
to go out shopping 
and do the normal 
things you could 
before you were 
famous? 


‘Madonna: 


Madonna: That is a bit difficult 
for me now. | love 
shopping, but | do 
tend to be stopped a 
lot if | try to. So! 
don’t go out as much 
as | used to. 

Sindy: And what about fan 
mail. Do you get 
much? 

Sackloads. | try to 
read it all, but it’s 
really quite impossible 
to reply to all of the 
letters because there 
are so many of them. 


Madonna: 


Sindy: Is it true you once 
threw money to an 
audience during one 
of your concerts? 

It wasn’t real money. 


Just pretend stuff. 


Madonna: 


Sindy: And are you writing 
more songs? 

Yes. | enjoy that a 
lot. It takes time but 


it’s worth it! 


What about food? 
| like quite a few 
naughty things. But | 
try not to overdo the 
sticky things too 
much. Fortunately 
I'm an energetic 
person and so | don’t 
put on too much 
weight. 


Sindy: 


Madonna: 


Sindy: | believe you once 
said that you saw 
yourself as a 
comedienne. 

If you can make 
people laugh and be 
happy, then it’s a job 
well done! 

It was at this point that the 
director called Madonna back 
to the set to go over a scene. 

We said our goodbyes and | was 
soon jetting back to London with 
my interview and my memories 
of a lovely occasion. 


Madonna: 


It’s lovely to put on your best clothes, style your hair and be ready for that special 
occasion, knowing that you look just right. But sometimes you'd like to look that little 
bit better! 

You've probably thought about make-up already, but don’t know quite how to go 
about it. Well, it’s a very exciting step — especially when you’ve worked out just what 
suits you and flatters your features. Believe me, we all look in the mirror sometimes 
and groan! But make-up can work wonders! All the best models will agree with me 
(you should see some of them without it!). 
| thought that I'd give you a few handy tips for that first plunge — the ones that | 
wished someone had given me! 

First of all, the most important part is selecting your make-up. 

It’s a very good idea to ask Mum first because she will be able to give you some good 
advice too, and also, if she knows what you’re doing, she won't have such a shock 
when you come down the stairs to make your entrance all ‘made-up’! So remember, 
check with her first, and if she doesn’t actually lend you some make-up she may go 
with you to help you buy your own. 

Some chemists or department stores stock special products designed solely for a 
young skin, in the kind of colours that will probably best suit you. 

The teenage make-up is also super because it is reasonably priced — so if the first 
colours you try aren’t quite right, it won't take you long to save up your pennies for 
some other shades. 

Young skin doesn’t need a foundation and it’s nice to have that fresh look. The items 
that it’s a good idea to have to begin with are: mascara (the ones with wand applicators 
* are best), eye shadow (these usually come in packs containing at least two different 

shades), a kohl pencil, blusher (cream or powder) anda lipstick. The shades of these 
really do depend on you and your taste, but a few factors that you should take into 
consideration are: your eye and hair colour, skin tone and the colours of the clothes 
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you most like to wear. 

So, now that you've got the make-up you like it’s time to start applying! The most 
important thing to remember when putting make-up on is, don’t over-do it! 
Remember that a subtle effect is best, make-up should enhance your face not over- 
power it. I've had most compliments on my appearance when I’m looking fresh with 
just a hint of make-up. 

Before you start, make sure that you have a large mirror and that you are ina well lit 
room. You will get the nicest and most professional results if you use applicators and 
not your finger tips! Most make-up is sold with these, and believe me, they do make a 

difference — and you don't end up with a smudgy face and fingers! : 
It’s often nice to use more than one colour of eye shadow on your eye-lids. Start with 
the darker shade on the lower part of your eye-lid above the eye, smoothing it to just 
below your brow-bone, then highlight above with the lighter shade beneath your 
eye-brow. Make sure that the two colours are blended where they meet. Using your 
kohl pencil draw a line along the lower rim of your eye and lightly beneath your eye- 
lashes. 

Now it’s time for the mascara — my favourite part! Brush your lower lashes 
downwards using the full length of the mascara wand. One application is usually 
enough, but if you would rather two, make sure that the first coat is dry before you 
put on the next. To curl and lengthen your upper lashes, a method that | always find 
goodis to hold the mascara wand beneath the lashes whilst bringing them down onit 
by closing your eye as though blinking — but not closing your eye completely! 
You can now attack the blusher! The idea of this is not to have two red splodges on 
your cheeks, but to shape your face — so this is the most subtle part of your make-up. 
Either brush or smooth it (if it’s cream) from the side of your face below your cheek 
bones, or suck in your cheeks and smooth the blusher in the hollows that you make. 
Be careful to ensure that this is well rubbed in — giving you a healthy glow. 

The final touch is your lipstick. | always prefer a lighter pearly lipstick, and this will 
usually suit most colourings. You'll find that your lipstick will look much nicer if you 
paint it on with a lip brush. Outline your lips first (if you feel that your lips are too small, 
carefully paint just above your natural liplines. If, alternatively they’re slightly too large 
make your outline just inside). Now, fill in your lips. To make it last longer, gently dab 
your lips with a tissue (but don’t dab it all off!) and then put on a second coat. 

It's time now to look in the mirror at the transformation! Of course with time and 
practice you will develop your own style and become quicker and more proficient. 
Perhaps you could experiment with friends and swap tips. 

However, once you start using make-up you must use special cleansers designed 
specifically for your skin type, otherwise your pores may become blocked, causing 
spots and blackheads. So always remove your make-up before you go to bed or wash. 
Also, if you're prone to spots, which we all suffer from at some time, you can use a 
special medicated stick which not only disguises the spot but will heal it too. 

A last point to remember — just keep make-up for special occasions, 
you'll have time enough in the future to wear it all the time! It’s nice to surprise people 
with your glamorous looks when you go out, but this doesn’t happen when you wear 
it constantly! Another important thing is not to wear it to school, 
make-up and school uniform do not go together and you don’t want to get into 
trouble with your teachers! 
So now you're ready to go out and experiment, | hope that I've been of some help to 
you and that you'll have lots of fun with make-up! 
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SWITCH BACK HATS! 


I~ 


One of my friends borrowed my crash helmet but she seems to have lost it in the mix-up. Can 
you switch back the hats to their rightful owners and at the same time discover which person 
does not wear a hat? Answers on pages 60-61. 
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© ne of the brightest people on children’s 
television has to be the programme 
presenter, Philip Schofield. He’s the young man 
who comes on between shows and makes us all 
laugh and leads us into the next bit of 
entertainment or cartoon. 

He has become so popular that sacks full of 
fan mail are delivered to the office in the B.B.C. 
where he works from. So it seemed like a good 
idea to go along and find out all about him and just 
what his job is like. 

“Exciting is the word,” he says. “Just because 
it is live, and there aren't any slots anywhere on 
television on any channel where things go out as 
they are happening. Most programmes are 
videoed, But in my slots | really don’t know what 
I'm going to say from one moment to the next, so 
there is a chance that anything can go wrong. 

“Fortunately, so far, things have gone quite 
smoothly, although | did mess up the sound once 
and nobody could hear what | was saying. I'd just 
started to learn how to use all of those controls 


of minutes to get everything ready. 


red light flashing, and a cardboard box full of 


"seat, | rush in with my team and we have literally 

_ two minutes to check the microphone, get my ear 
_ piece put in which provides me with all the 

_ instructions | need, and get the camera set up. As 

- well as organising everything else that I'll need to 


_ the studio during the weekend and maybe 


and | must’ ve pressed the wrong button or 
something. | was given the ‘Golden Egg’ award for 
that,” he laughs. 

However, whilst Philip is a real professional 
about what he does on screen, he also has to be 
light on his feet and quick with his thoughts. 
Because he only has .. . wait forit.. . acouple 


“The studio that | use is used for lots of other 
things. It’s the major continuity room, and two j 
minutes before I’m due to go before the cameras 
the studio is still being used by other people. 

“So I’m standing outside the door with the 


letters and other things I’m going to use in my 
presentations, 
“The person using the studio leaps out of his 


q 


make things go smoothly. 

“Recently I’ve found that we ve got it all 
down to a minute and | have a minute to get my 
breath back! But things can go wrong. You see, 
there isa countdown going on through the 
earpiece all the time, telling me just how long | ve 
got before the programme starts. 

“This also carries on whilst I'm talking to the 
camera, letting me know when the next show is 
going to start. So | have to try and get in 
everything I’ve got to say before it’s showtime. 
As| don’t use a script there can be some hairy 
moments. Like, | find Mondays are the worst 
because other people have obviously been using 


different earpieces or microphones have been 
worked on. | rushed in once and it was the wrong 
earpiece. | hadn’t a clue just how long it was 
before we went on air, so the cameraman was 
giving me a countdown on his fingers!”’ 

Even so, Philip does make it all seem easy, 
and he looks so relaxed. Just how did he get into 
doing television presenting? 

“Well, | was born in Oldham, although when | 
was two, my family moved to Cornwall and| 
spent most of my time growing up there. | lovedit 
because the countryside is beautiful. | always liked 


music and used to put ona disco for people 
whenever | could when | was fifteen years old. 
Later, | also.did a hospital radio! | was convinced 
that nobody could hear me or was bothering to 
listen, but it was incredible how many people 
were. And it provided me with a lot of valuable 
experience when | did radio shows and 
television.” 

When he was 17 and out of school, Philip 
wrote to the B.B.C. asking them for a job and 
landed one as a clerk with the outside broadcasting 
department. Then one evening he came home and 
found a surprise waiting for him! 

“My Dad had always been saying how much 
he wanted to visit New Zealand to see what it was 
like, because it looked so beautiful there. Well, he 
rang up and | thought he was just planning ona 
holiday. But he said that he and Mum didn’t know 
how long they'd be there and would | like to go 
too. 

“| thought about it and it didn’t seem like too 
bad an idea. So we packed everything up and 
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eventually stayed in Auckland, New Zealand for 
four years! 

elt was whilst | was out there that | got a job 
doing a radio show-and then presenting a teenage 
pop magazine programme. | did it for four years 
and it was marvellous. So when we returned to 
England, | had a pile of videos of my shows and | 
sent them all and everywhere, and managed to 
land my present job with the B.B.C. asalink man 
for children’s television.” 

And if you want to know a secret... 
Philip's birthday is April Ist: April Fools’ Day. ‘| 
uséd to lie about my birthday when | was akid so 
that | wouldn’t get caught out,’ he says. “Evenin 
infant school, they had my birthday down as April 
2nd. But by the time! went into the juniors they 
tumbled what | was doing and corrected it. 

“From then on | was prey to every practical 
joke you could think of. | even had broken eggs 
put into my shoes at school! But it does serve one 
useful purpose for me having my birthday on April 
Fools’ Day. That is, that because it is my birthday 
I'm on the look out all the time, and do not get 
trapped by practical jokes.”’ 

Although, his parents did play one on him for 
his eighteenth birthday. “It was when we were in 
Auckland,’” he says. ‘Nothing was said all day and | 
thought that everyone had forgotten. | didn’t 
really mind too much because it was a nice relaxing 
day. Then in the evening, my parents asked me if! 
fancied going out fora meal. | agreed, and they 
mentioned a place that's a bit like a hamburger 
chain shop. | didn’t mind that. But they drove 
Straight past the place and went to a different 
restaurant, and when | walked through the door, 
almost everyone | knew was there for a party. It 
was a great surprise. 

“But then nothing is done straightforwardly 
inour house: Even at Christmas, you ll get up in 
the morning and find just a tiny box wrapped up 
fer you. Then you open it and find a clue, which 
leads to another clue and soon, until you 
eventually find your present. It's fun, though!” 

Another surprise for Philip was when, only 
home from New Zealand for a year, they 
telephoned him from the television station to ask 
him if he would be prepared to doa 24 hour 
telethon to raise money for charity. 

“agreed, but it was quite exhausting. [had a 
thirty hour flight to Auckland, then straight into 
the studio for the 24 hour show, then the thirty 
hour flight back. 

“But |’mused to late hours, ” he says. “It’s 
not unusual for me to sit up at home until four in 
the morning going through viewers’ letters and 
sorting out which ones!'ll use in the programme. 
So, as you can appreciate, | don't get up too early 
the next morning. 


Right top: Some of the children who 
attend Anna Scher’s Children's 
Theatre. Right bottom: Spandau 

Ballet's Martin Kemp thought his 
time at Anna Scher’s Children’s 
Theatre ‘really marvellous’. 
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Stage | 


Schocks 


henever you watch 
programmes on children’s 
television you always see lots of kids 
dancing or singing or even acting. . 
And the chances are that a lot of 
them go to what are called stage 
schools. 

Of course it’s not always just 
television, there are stage 
performances and things too. It’s all 
quite exciting and it seemed fun to 
find out just what it’s like to go to 
such a school and what they do 
there. 

My travels took me to quite a 
few interesting pla®s of which the 
most fascinating was the Anna 
Scher Children’s Theatre. 

“tall started as one school’s 
drama club in London,” | was told. 
“Anna used to run it after lessons 
once a week. But word soon spread 
around how exciting it was and the 
classes began to get bigger as kids 
from surrounding schools came to 
take part. 

“Eventually things got a bit out 
of hand and much larger premises 
were needed. So the classes moved 
for almost six years to a better 
location, sharing their club with 
about half a dozen others, until 
they got their own ‘theatre’ which 
Sir Peter Hall officially opened.” 

In the early days, kids used to 
go along after school and for a few. 
pence be able to do some acting 
without having had any experience 
at all. Martin Kemp, of the pop 
group, Spandau Ballet was just one 
such pupil then. “It was really 
marvellous,” he said. “Anna Scher 
was such a great teacher and used 
to involve you from the moment 
that you arrived. We'd do all kinds 
of things like improvising plays and 
it gave us all a lot of confidence!” 

Now, The Anna Scher 
Children’s Theatre is attended by 
500 children and young people, 
from more than 100 schools, 
mostly in the London Borough of 
Islington. 

But so popular are the classes 
there is now a waiting list of 1500. 
No wonder, when the classes only 
cost 40p for | '/2 hours. 

Anna says that there are three 


golden rules to her method of 
teaching. There is making your 

work as an actor or actress 
believable to other people; listening 
to one another and sharing. Her 


‘motto is: “Talent thrives on training 


together. Although it can be 
enjoyable it’s also hard work.” 

Improvisation is always fun. 
What happens is that a couple of 
young people might be just given an 
opening line such as: “Why have 
you come late?” From then on it is 
up to the two people ‘acting’ to 
make things up as they go along, so 
that a small play develops! 

And the children all learn about 
the history of theatre and how plays 
are put on. Mime is also taught, 
which a lot of the kids find fun, and 
then they are also involved in 
dancing and singing. Sometimes, 
even difficult things, like plays by 
Shakespeare are taken and 
simplified through the children 
making up their own versions after 
being told the story. So they also 
learn, as well as getting down to 
some real acting. 

And any number of activities 
spring up from the theatre. Like one 


| small group of children went to 


Denmark to make a film of Anna’s 
teaching methods. Others sang in a 
gospel group for an event, anda 
local community project featured 
breakdancers from the theatre 
classes. 

The whole idea of Anna Scher’s 
theatre is that it seems to give 
everyone a chance. 

The other type of stage school 
is much more formal and costs 
more to attend. Whilst children at 
the Anna Scher theatre are only 
‘part-timers’, these ‘students’ are 
full-time, all hoping to make 
careers in some form of acting or 
showbusiness. 

At these places, the children 
learn all about singing, dancing, 
acting, make-up, mime.and how a 
play is put together, along with 
many other things. Some of them, 
like Bonnie Langford, show promise 
quite early and find themselves 
being noticed by television 
companies. 


So.some of the children, if they 
are lucky, could find themselves 
appearing before the public whilst 
still learning at the stage school. 

Regular productions are also 
put on, as.are mini-musicals, and it 


is not unusual for talent scouts 
from film companies, television and 
major theatres to be there looking 
for possible future stars! 

But don’t get the idea that it is 
all like this, because the children still 
have to do normal school work as 
well. Thereare lessons in English, 
maths and languages just like in any 
other school, and exams. Because 
whilst someone might want to be 
an actor or actress it doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they will be. 

- So it is essential for them to have 
some qualifications to fall back on 
so that they can get another job. 

But even if they are lucky enough to 
become an actor, then the 
qualifications are still useful, 
because actors are better for 
knowing as much about everything 
as they can! : 

Another part-time group is the 
Children’s. Theatre of London. 
Children from all over write for 
places where, if accepted, they'll 
work on special plays that tour 
around the country. 

“In a season,” | was told, “we 


might have anything between 80 to 
300 people working here. Their 
ages range from 4 years to 
teenagers, but no matter how old 
they are, they are expected to work 
hard. That can mean as much as 
twelve hours in a day during 
rehearsals. And they have to be 
disciplined. That's one of the most 
important things that they.are 
taught!” 

Sounds tough, but fun. And” 
there are some really exciting trips 
too. Like once a year there is a 
festival which is held in Spain and 


some of the children travel there to 
do performances of their 
productions. 

The plays are usually worked on 
during school holidays so that 
children don’t miss out too much on 
school work, but occasionally they 
have to. Although | don’t suppose’ 
any of them mind that. 

What is good about acting is 
that you don’t have to be so serious 
about it that you want to make a 


| career of it. If you do, then the 


stage schools must be your obvious 
choice. 

But if all you want is some fun, 
the chance to learn about the 
theatre and haw plays are put on, 
as well as the opportunity to act in 
some of them, then these other 
theatres and classes are ideal. And 
who knows, there might just be 
something like this on Saturday 
mornings in your town. The best 
people to find out from are either 
your local library — who always 
have the necessary information on 
events in your area—or the Town 
Hall. 

And if you don’t.have any luck 
there, then why not ask your 
teacher if your school can start 
some after lesson acting classes? 
Your teacher could just turn out to 
be another Anna Scher! 


SI Abd Abd 
cerned 


DEBBIE'S BACK HOME! WE'VE 
SPLITS IT WAS HER IDEA, NOT 
MINE / LT WANTED US TO MAKE 

A COME-BACK AFTER THE 

ACCIDENT £ 


ON HER WAY HOME FROM THE U.S.A., SINOY'S PLANE: 
WAS DELAYED AT KENNEDY AIRPORT. DURING HER 
WAIT SHE MET AN OLD FRIEND. MIKE PARKER WAS 
AN UP-ANO-COMING [CE DANCER, BUT THE GIRL 
HE WAS WITH WAS NOT HIS SISTE , DEBBIE, WHO 
ALWAYS PARTNERED HiMeee 


WE HAD A BAD FALL, AND 

IT WRECKED HEE CONFIDENCE. 
EVEN MADGE COULDN'T 

COAX HE BACKS 


Pooz 
vessiel 


MEET TRACY, MY NEW 
PARTNER / We'ze OVER 
HEZE FOR ONE OR TWO 
COMPETITIONS. IT'LL BE A 
GOOD WARM-UP FOR THE 
OLYMPICS. HOW ABOLIT 
A COFFEE? HAVE You 

GOT TIME? 


Y DON'T > 1T WAS A MISERABLE DEBBIE THAT SINOY VISITED. 
wes A SHAME Siena EARLE SHE HAD HAD ANOTHER FALL AND WAS BACK IN 


WASTED / IF ANYONE CAN GET HEE HOSPITAL 
BACK ON THE ICE, T RECKON 
YOU CAN / 


OF Course f 
VLE DO WHAT 
I CANS 


I FELL DOWN THE = 
STEPS OUTSIDE MY FLATS ON ONE CONDITION 
BUT DON'T TELL MIKE! Voyou stay AT MY PLACE 
HE'LL ONLY WORRY 0 WHEN YOU COME OLIT 
COME EUSHING UNTIL You CAN ZUN 
Back! AKOLN? AGAIN“ 


FIRST THE FALL AND NOW 
THIS / IT'S TUST AS WELL 
THAT WE SPLITS MIKE WILL 
DO BETTER WITH TRACY 

THAN WITH Me? 


MIKE WANTS 
YOU TO SKATE 
AGAIN, AND SO 


L TRIED BUT DIDN'T BY THE TIME SINDY TOOK HEE 
FEEL SAFES I WAS SCARED LEAVE, DEBBIE WAS SAYING 
THAT MIKE MIGHT DROP SHE MIGHT GIVE IT A TRY: 
ME AGAIN f HE COULD ONLY 
TUST MANAGE MY WEIGHT, HELL = 
AND SKATERS LIKE MIKE, HAVE TO BE 
DON'T GROW ON Trees! STEONGER THAN 

MY BROTHEE 

ANO SKATE 

AS WELL / 


\ rae Se THATS A 2 
EE DERS TLL see 


YOU Te { 
BOMEONE OMOEE OWS 


COME 
ert ON, GUYS —LeT'sS 
GOODNESS / Move & 
IT'S MORE LIKE 
A KOLLER- SKATING 


WATCH IT, 


THEN TO SINOY'S AND THE |) 


YOu Lot / 


WOMAN'S SLURPRISE... 
ae 


excuse me, ~W ‘ 
MISSLIS f YOU'RE IN i Bie on 
THE Way! SEE THAT? 


a 
CERTAINLY 
OIDs 


THE BIG LOUT PICKED 
ME UP BODILY, OFFICER! 
HE COLILD HAVE DeoPPED 
Me / HE WANTS 

LOCKING UPS 


WHAT BIG DOUGIE? HE 
DOES HE WORKS EARLY 
po Foe A ff MoENINGS DOWN aT 
LIVING 2 /] THE MARKET. HE 
SKATES FOUND WITH 
HIS LOADS. WHEN 
HE'S NOT THERE, HE'S 
USUALLY FOOLING 
AZOUNOD HEE. 


CATCH HIM, 
MADAM £ 


I THOUGHT 
Ll WAS SEEING 
THINGS WHEN HE 
LIETED THAT 
LADY uP. nen eN 


THE FOLLOWING EVENING AFTER 
VISITING DEBBIE... 


THAT SHOPKEEPER 
WAS RIGHT! T WONDER 
WHAT HE'D BE LIKE 

ON THE Ice? 


BEFORE SINDY HAO A CHANCE 
TO FIND OUT. 


LOOK ouT, You 
LOT! HEzE COME 
THE cops / 


YOU SHOULD COME 
HERE SOME EVENING, 
Miss. HIM AND HIS 
GIRL. TORVILLE AND 
DEAN ON KOLLER 


Ezg—sorRey! HERE, 
LET ME GIVE A 
HAND f 


HARPLY HAO SINDY PAID THAT'S WHAT I CAME To TELL Fi 
THE TAX/, WHEN ..+ Yous JAYNE'S DITCHED ME FOR il y 


SHE'S SAFE THAT OTHER BLOKE/ SHE says ih IT THINK THE 
as ] kb Wer) IS 
ONT VOLE eee HE IS GOING TO MAKE HEE | COAST 


SHE'S A CRACKERS 
WHO IS SHE? 


IF YOU WANT Ta 
KNOW, MEET ME AT 
THE RINK TONIGHT 
—ON YOUR OWN f 


AT THE RINK, SINDY TOLD BIG DOUGIE ALL ABOUT 
OEGBIE AND WHAT SHE HOPED TO ACHIEVE 


FAIZ ENOUGH / 
IF YOURE WILLING 
To GIVE ITA GO, 

so amis 


THAT GIRL WAS BOMBHEAD! DON'T YOU 
TRYING TO GET ME | KNOW WHO SHE I67 L 
TO GO SKATING CAUGHT SIGHT OF HER 
WITH HER AT THE IN THE PRECINCT AND 
Ice ZINK! SAW NIPPED HOME TO DOLL 
YOU COMING AND MYSELF UPS 

GOT COLD FEET! 


SHE'S SINDY, THE T.V. 
CELeBeity! You TWIT! 
WE COULD BE IN 


I'M GLAD YOU'VE Ba i 
CHANGEO YOUR MINDS : 
HOW ABOUT TEN THIETY 
TONIGHT 7 —— GOOD... 

MLL SEE YOU ON 
THE Icel 


SINOY WAS WITH MAOGE LOMAX, A WELL-KNOWN 
COACH, WHEN THE COUPLE ARRIVED... 


WHO is THE SHE MUST BE i 
GIZL WITH HIM, JAYNE, WIS PARTNER = SS : = 
INEGI VE UNDER THE CRITICAL EYE OF THE COACH 


THE COUPLE PERFORMED ON THE ICE... 


THE BIG LAD HAS POTENTIAL, 
SINDY ST CAN'T SAY THE SAME 
FOR THE YOUNG LADY / 


he 


THERE'S NO FEAR pi 
OF HIM DROPPING DEBBIE, 

BUT THEZE'S NO CHANCE . 

OF JAYNE LETTING HIM Gol) 


A MOMENT LATER... 


WHAT 
DIO YOU LET 
GO FoR? 


ENTER MARVIN PALME, THE ome o- |_| - 
THE ICE SKATING WOELO... ————— seine 
MARVIN 
PALMER £ 


LEAVING 
50 SOON? WE ~ s 
\ HAVEN'T BEEN iil! \ WHO _L AM/ WHO 
NUINTEZODUCED / al \ ‘ FAA AE You? 


L 


HANG ABoLIT! Ez — Some 
I WANT A woeD OTHER TIME/S T 
WITH YOu, Miss MUST HELP _ MY 
SINDY f \ FEIEND LIP TO 
MY FLAT & 


WHEZE DOES THAT OEARS IM 

BLOKE PALMER LIVE? WYAFRAID I DON'T KNOW!, 

HE DEOVE OFF IN HIS {I WOULDN'T WOREY, IT | 

SPORTS CAB WITH WILL ALL BLOW OVER 
BY TOMORROW / 


Ezg—sorRey! HERE, 
LET ME GIVE A 
HAND f 


HARPLY HAO SINDY PAID THAT'S WHAT I CAME To TELL Fi 
THE TAX/, WHEN ..+ Yous JAYNE'S DITCHED ME FOR il y 


SHE'S SAFE THAT OTHER BLOKE/ SHE says ih IT THINK THE 
as ] kb Wer) IS 
ONT VOLE eee HE IS GOING TO MAKE HEE | COAST 


SHE'S A CRACKERS 
WHO IS SHE? 


IF YOU WANT Ta 
KNOW, MEET ME AT 
THE RINK TONIGHT 
—ON YOUR OWN f 


AT THE RINK, SINDY TOLD BIG DOUGIE ALL ABOUT 
OEGBIE AND WHAT SHE HOPED TO ACHIEVE 


FAIZ ENOUGH / 
IF YOURE WILLING 
To GIVE ITA GO, 

so amis 


——, 


DEBBIE DID... SHE LOOKS HAPPY / 


SEVERAL WEEKS OF HARD WORK LATEE... 
: = 


MAYBE SHE'S GETTING 
HEE CONFIDENCE 


jf YOU COULDN'T WISH FOR A BETTER 
PARTNEZ, DEBBIE / HE HASN'T DeoPpPED 
SINDY ONCE IN ALL OU SESSIONS / WHY 
DON'T YOU GIVE HIM A TRY? 


I Hope so/ 
THIS COULD BE THE 
BEGINNING OF A GREAT 
PARTNERSHIP / 


WELL / BEETS, ey, 

DO YOU THIN ICE, NOT EVEN WITH MIKE / SINOY PASSED THROUGH THE 
OF HIM?Z y 7I EVEN FELT HAPPY WHEN HE SHOPPING ‘NTE AGAIN... 
. CARRIED ME UP ALL THOSE _ ees kerall 

STAIRS WITH HIS ZOLLER 
SKATES ON f 


QUIET TONIGHT 
» THE BOBBIES 
ARE WATCHING 


GOOD EVENING, CONSTABLES/ ™ LATER THAT NIGH 
IL SEE YOU ARE STILL KEEPING Sz] 
A WATCHFUL EYE ON HIM. E Ss io v 


WE WON IT, SINDY/ 
WE'RE ON Ou Way Lie 


AND IT'S ALL THANKS’ 


“IT'S MISS SINDY, 
ISN'T IT? WE'VE SEEN NOT 50 MUCH ME, . 
YOU ON THE TELLY Too’ Y DEBBIE / YOU CAN THANK 
THINK THEY'VE A CHANCE THE DELAY LT HAD AT 
OF WINNING 7 THE AlzPoRT! 


Answers 


SINDY’S CAMPING THINGS 


|. Trailer, 2. Tent, 3. Sleeping Bag, 4. Flask, 

5. 2 beakers, 6. Jug, 7. Sandals, 8. Swimsuit, 

9. Camera, 10. 2 plates, 11. Beachball, 12. 2 cups, 

13. Ice box, 14. Radio, 15. Stove, 16. Bowl, | 7. Frying pan, 
18. Kettle, 19. Table, 20. Cloth, 21. 2 chairs, 22. Torch, 
23. 2 sets of cutlery, 24. Sunglasses, 25. Suntan lotion. 


PANTO PUZZLE 


Goldilocks, Sleeping Beauty, Peter Pan, 

Humpty Dumpty, Mother Goose, Puss In Boots, 
Cinderella, Red Riding Hood, Snow White, 

Tom Thumb, Jack & The Beanstalk, Sinbad, 
Aladdin, Ali Baba, Old King Cole. 


SWITCH BACK HATS 

15-A; 1 1-B; 8-C; 2-D; 13-E; 9-F; 14-G; 
6-H; |-I; 4-J; 7-L; 10-M; 3-N; 

5-0. K (the baby) isn’t wearing a hat. 


COUPLE UPS 


Corn Dolly, Victoria Plum, Witch Hazel, 

Daisy Chain, Calamity Jane, Polly Parrot, 
Awkward Annie, Topsy Turvy, Busy Lizzie, 
Molly Coddle, Contrary Mary, Pearl Diver, 
Waltzing Mathilda, Jenny Wren, Amazing Grace. 


SINDY’S SPORTING SILHOUETTES 
1-C; 2-D; 34; 4-G; 5-F; 6-A. 
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Answers 
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SINDY’S WORD SEARCH 
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